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FROM THE RECTOR G STUDY

Father Paul Burrows

W e are well into our 150" year. We have
completed our celebration of the great events

of Holy Week. Now we are looking forward to the
liturgical celebration to mark this sesquicentennial.
This is an ideal time to ask ourselves: What it is that
makes Church of the Advent what it is ?

There will be as many answers to this question as
there are people reading this. However, there will
be similarities in those answers. Our liturgical life
and our music are constants for most people. Also,
there is a desire that quality music and a full liturgica |
schedule should continue to a part of our life and
witness to this city. These are admirable goals and
so very much in tune with the last 150 years of witness.
They are not without consequences and, yes, cost.
Music has been something we have spent a great
deal of time thinking and praying about and | have
every confidence that we are moving toward
achievable goals that will promote the life and
ministry of our Church. The liturgical life needs our
serious attention. Everyone wants our very full liturg y
to continue, although it seems that few are willing
to do much about that. The volunteers who keep the
weekday liturgy alive are spread very thin indeed
as | write. Volunteer burnout looms on the horizon.
Clergy volunteers to say Mass are readily available
but lay people to assist, or even attend, are hard to
find. I, as Rector, find myself having to provide last
minute triage more often than is healthy, taking
time and energy away from the task of providing
vision and leadership for a growing Church.

What does all this mean? First, we have to be more
realistic about our expectations of each other. We,
all of us, at least according to all the surveys, want
Daily Office and Mass. Some people, not enough by
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Last month, Brother Jude SSFassumed the duties
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of Walsingham. Profound thanks to Michael Stroup

for his many years of faithful service in that role.

The Annunciation of Our Lord will be observed

on April 1 st (transferred because it fell during Easter
Week). There will be second mass at 6:30pm following
Evensong at 6pm.
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former President of the Board of Episcopal Charities
and current President of the Board of Directors of
the diocese. It is also a fundraiser for Episcopal
Charities. It will be at The Four Seasons Hotel, 757
Market Street (between 3rd and 4th Streets), m
Saturday, April 5, 2008, 6:30pm to 11:30pm and the
cost is $250 (which includes reception, dinner, dancing,
live auction, and program). Contact Deborah Mann
at demann@pacbell.net _ or (415)5636451 and you

can also learn more and buy tickets online at
www.episcopalcharities.org

The Rector will be away from April 12 to the 19 t.
During that time see any of the Associate Priests for
pastoral needs. Church business matters should be
directed to Thomas Veitch, our Senior Warden.
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Bachman on Sunday, April 13 t immediately
following Evensong which is offered at 5:30pm. A
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2300 Bancroft Way, just a few blocks from the
Downtown Berkeley BART station.
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