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FROM THE RECTOR G STUDY

Father Paul Burrows

February sees us into Lent already! In fact Febru-
ary 6t is the earliest date that Ash Wednesday
can be. (Easter is one day later than its earliest date
because of the Leap Year.) We certainly see the
pathetic fallacy in full force this year what with re-
cord cold and much rain. While we may think that
this is appropriate for this season of penitence, if
you are at all like me, you are certainly wishing it
were not so. | have reached the age now when |
have ceased to think that | have to feel miserable to
be doing penitence. So, when | do feel miserable |
want it to end! While we are assured that Lent will
end in the glorious mysteries of Easter there is still
much work to be done to get there.

The danger for me is that the work of getting ready
for Easter and the doom and gloom of Lent wil |
distract from what should be a time of reflection
and of quiet joy. | can cheerfully contemplate that
despite my unworthiness God has accounted me
worthy. It is all too easy to think that we can somehow
earn our participation in the joy of Easter by keeping a
vigorous Lent, but the whole point of Lent is to
show us that we cannot, by ourselves, do anything
to earn much at all. It is the grace of God working in
us that makes us good. It is God who accounts us
worthy even though we manifestly are not. This
Lent my invitation to all of you is to join me not in
giving up things, or in taking on more tasks, but in
reflecting on the joyful news that I am unworthy
and that God loves me unworthy as | am. God goes
so much further in giving me the grace to own the
good that God intends for me. The poet John Donne
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appears as hymn 140 in the Hymnal. Let this be our

prayer during this Lent. P

Editor note: the poem is printed on page 7 of this issue.

ADVENT 8 ANNUAL MEETING

Michael Fullam
A lthough not usually the most exciting event of

the year, annual parish meetings are necessary.
Important business, including elections and reports,
needs to be transacted, and bylaws and canonrequire
such convocations. Last month, our parish held one
of the best | ever attended.

Immediately after the 11am service, the congregation

entered the parish hall, not for the usual coffee

hour, but rather for a delicious meal that had been

prepared by Simon, SSF and some of his othe

Franciscan brothers. Fresh hot garlic toast, creamy
macaroni and cheese, piping hot tomato soup, a fine

selection of cheeses and cold cuts, salad, and
numerous deserts and juices delighted the appetites

of everyone in attendance.

As our luncheon came to a close, Father Paul Burrows,
our Rector, called the meeting to order. Almost
immediately we nominated to candidates for vestry,

Diocesan convention, and Endowments committee.
Voting followed and then, while the votes were being

tabulated, we discussed the reports (briefly) of the
Rector, Senior Warden (Pamela Vaughn), Junior
Warden (Lewis Brown), Treasurer (Stuart Vaughn),

and the various ministries of the parish .

Father Paul took time to acknowledge the work of

Michael Fullam as coordinator of the parish ministr y

to The Episcopal Sanctuary homeless shelter, and
Sally Schweikert as coordinator of the Tuesday
Lunch Bunch. Father Paul also gave certificates to
outgoing vestrypersons.

The anxiously awaited results came back with
Bonnie Barberini, Sam Cantin, Lér Nelson, and Sally
Schweikert being elected to the vestry. Christopher
Fredericks was chosen for the Endawments Committee.
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Cheryl Parker-Matthews, Anna McHargue, and
Michael Fullam, with Lé&r Nelson and Clint Rice
chosen as alternates.‘[f'
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NEwWS IN BRIEF
The Vestry of the parish begins the month on
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3d). Keep them in your prayers as they prepare for
the year ahead.

Lutherans Concerned, the LGBT Lutheran ministry
hosts a special service for The Presentation of Our
Lord in the Temple, commonly known as Candlemas,

on February 2@ EUwWwk x OWEUwW2EDOU W,

Church in San Francisco. Our Bishop, The Right
Reverend Marc Handley Andrus will preside and
the Lutheran Bishop will be preaching. A reception
follows and all are welcome.

Candlemas will also be observed at Advent with
the regular morning mass at 9am on Saturday the
2 followed by Confessions at 9:30am and a special
High Latin Chant Mass at 5pm.

The 5" of the month is Shrove Tuesday, and not
only is it time for our Annual Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper, but at Evening Prayer that night
(which begins at 6pm as always) we will sing our
last alleluias until Easter. Do plan on coming for
pancakes in the late afternoon and then staying for
Evening Prayer.

There are no flowers during Lent, but you can still
sign up to sponsor the Sanctuary Lamp or the AIDS
Candle during these forty days.

Ash Wednesday on the 6% is of course the start of

Lent. There will be low masses at 7:30am and noon
and a High Mass at 6:30pm. Ashes will be imposed
at all masses.

There are still many opportunities to serve in the

various ministries at Advent. Especially needed
are servers for weekday masses on Thursdays and
Fridays and Evening Prayer officiants on Sundays,

Tuesdays, and Thursdays. Please see the Rector or

Father John Porter if you can help out with any of
these. There is a place for you on the Altar Guild
too. See Dr. Anna McHargue if interested.

Fridays during Lent there will be Stations of the
Cross in church followed by Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament This is a wonderful way to
spend your Friday evenings. The service begins at
6:30pm and is preceded by Evening Prayer at 6pm.

Episcopal Relief and Development Sunday is the

First Sunday in Lent (February 10") as declared by
our 1Pn|esﬁaling Bishop. All Episcopalians are urged
lgouj'om in pPa;L/lér and to designate a special offering

to the Millennium Development Goals Inspiration

Fund, which fights deadly diseases such as malaria
and HIV/AIDS and also provides basic health care

in parts of Asia, Africa, and Latin America.
We will keep Saint Matthias the Apostle on Febru-

a?y%&z(tr%ﬁgférrr%&) frlorln gu%a%w with our regular
morning mass at 7:30am and a second low mass
6:30pm after Evening Prayer. =[|‘-l

FORMER ADVENT PRIESTS
IN ARIZONA

Michael Fullam
Not everyone stays at Church of the Advent
forever. Even our beloved clergy leave. Three of
them have found there way to Arizona, the same
state my mother now calls home.

If you are in Tucson, you may run in to
Father Geoffrey Glaser who was one of
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Father Geoff is General Manager d
Dolphins of the Desert Swimming
Academy and you can find out more
about them online at

www.dolphinsofthedesert.com/about_us.htm
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member of Advent years ago and who
celebrated a mass in Spanish at our altar
not long before leaving San Francisco, is
also in Tucson. Father George is the
rector of Saint Andrews Church there.
Their website is at
www.standrewstucson.org
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Anglo -Catholic parish in Phoenix. We
have mentioned here before that his
wonderful sermons are archived online,
but we shall share the URL once more:
http://www.stmarysinphoenix.org/sermons.htm

You can contact each of these clerics via thei
websites. (Father Geoff and Father Bill are also in
our parish directory). Perhaps you would like to
send them greetings and let them know they are
still in our hearts. p

at

wUl Y

OUT O0Ouw kI

Ui 0

“fwe O

UazU




