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FROM THE RECTORG STUDY
Father Paul Burrows
anuary is one of those months when all | want to
do is curl up with a good book | or escape to a
warmer climate. Christmas is over (almost|
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of carols by now) and even when Lent is early as
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and dark and the thought of the long weeks leading
up to Holy Week and Easter are wearying. In fact
after the big bang of the New Year celebrations and
the Feast of the Epiphany, January has little to
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that a little routine in the life of Church of the
Advent might be nice | think of January and how
unutterably dull it can be.

New and exciting things are happening here at
Advent, and even in the gloom of January we can
smell change. It is uncomfortable, challenging, and
even downright disturbing, but it is also a clear sign
that there is life. Whether changes can bring new
life and a new engagement with the Gospel is
largely down to us| if we cling to the familiar and
comfortable and resist new things life is stifled and
we enter a downward spiral toward death, but if we
are willing to embrace the new and encounter the
different we can grow and become more perfectly
the people that God had created us to be. '=|']='

THE SCEPTRE welcomes written

contributions. Please join usin
our parish commun ication.
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we started W|th a time of reflection during
the days of Advent and moved into a celebration of
the Word made Flesh in at Christmas. Our celebration
of the Incarnation comes to a climax with the great
feast of the Epiphany, the making manifest of the
word to the World, which this year falls on a Sunday .
We will be privileged to welcome the outstanding
New Testament scholar and local dignitary, the
Reverend Dr William Countryman, as our preacher
that morning. We will, in addition, hear the
Proclamation of the Date of Easter.
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can all sing the Introit, Offertory, and Communion.
This is all part of our response to the listening process
of our Strategic Planning. During this month the
Search Committee for the new Music Director will
be getting down to work studying those findings,
interviewing our musicians and parishioners, and

developing a Job Description and an advertisement
for the position. Please keep them in your prayers.'{f'
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NEwWS IN BRIEF
January 8 DU w OOU0woOOOaw-1 bwsli
The Feast of The Holy Name. A mass will be

celebrated at noon in the church. This will be the
only mass that day.

On the Feast of the Epiphany, January 6%, The

11 YZEw#Uw6 POOPEOwW" OUOUUA OF

Professor in Biblical Studies at CDSP, will be at
Advent as our guest preacher at the 11am Mass.

The Right Reverend Marc Handley Andrus,
Bishop of California, will at his cathedral church,
receive our Paul Gregory into the branch of
" T U B ChurghUow Saturday, January 12" at 11am. A
reception there follows. Do keep Paul in your
prayers.

January 13" is the Feast of the Baptism of Our
Lord. During High Mass that morning we will withes s
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Our seminarian, Elizabeth Easton, presented the
following report to the Vestry at its December

11™ meeting. Itis a  visionary undertaking, an
ADVENTuUre, if you will, that is wonderful t 0
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attention in the coming months.

What is Adventus?
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Barlowe presented his Doctor of Ministry dissertatio n
to Church Divinity School of the Pacific. Th e
dissertation, titled Deep Roots and New Growth:
Planting a New Church from an Anglo -Catholic
Parish, explored the possibility of planting a new
"Emerging Church" out of Church of the Advent of
Christ the King. The church plant, potentially called
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website, with more photos and updated informatio n.
Take a look at www.bishopsranch.org . They would
appreciate any feedback you may have. From time
to time people ask about the possibility of an individua |

un-churched young people in San Francisco.
What is the "Emerging Church"?

The Emerging Church is a conceptual model for
Christian communities in a postmodern setting. The
term "Emerging Church" often means different

a personal, seltdirected retreat. The Ranch maintains
an email list to alert individuals if space is available
on a weekend. There is also often space available for
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email list, are interested in a midweek retreat, or
have comments about the redesigned website, contat
them at

info@bishopsranch.org

In January we remember the great Saints Peter and
Paul. The Confession of Saint Peter is Friday the 18
and the Conversion of Saint Paul is Friday the 25",
An additional mass will be celebrated both days at
6:30pm right after Evensong.

Patrick J. Flanagan 1V, Artistic Director of Living
Miracle Productions is putting together a chorus
for a live musical version of Song of Bernadett&@hey
are open to singers of all ages, sizes and ethnicities.
Call (415) 5435064 x419. More information online at

www.livingmiracleproductions.com '{F’

to evangelical Protestant churches that cater especialy
to previously un -churched people in their 20's and
30's. Although Emerging Churches often rely on

recently experienced a growing interest in the
Emerging movement, applying their own theology

to the structural components of Emerging Church
theory. The primary markers of the Emerging
Church are an emphasis on small communities, the
merging of ancient and contemporary spiritualities,

and grass roots liturgical expression. Emerging
Churches are generally selfconsciously postmodern
and seek to speak to their communities using the
language of the time.

What would make Advent a good mother parish for
an Emerging Church?

Hallmarks of the Emerging Church Movement are
its emphases on "ancient" liturgy, intentional

community, and spiritual discipline. In man vy
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3







